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A Y 

ARZU 
YILDIZ

“�THE TURKISH GOVERNMENT FIRST TARGETED ME FOR REPORTING 
ON ILLEGAL ARMS EXPORTS TO SYRIAN REBEL GROUPS AND ON 
HIGH-PROFILE CORRUPTION CASES. THEY CLAIMED I WAS EXPOSING 
GOVERNMENT STATE SECRETS. IN 2015, THEY STRIPPED ME OF MY 
LEGAL RIGHTS TO MY CHILDREN. THAT WAS JUST THE START.”
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Y 
It was 2016. The July 15 coup attempt to topple Erdogan had failed.

I was a court reporter. The Turkish government was hunting down and unlawfully detaining 
civilians. They tortured them and posted the videos and pictures to frighten and pacify the populace. 
I took screen captures and shared them on my social media account, with the comment that torture is 
against the rule of law. It’s a crime against humanity. They labelled my post terrorist propaganda. I was 
the first journalist to be issued an arrest warrant.

The police came for me, but I wasn’t home. I knew the persecution wouldn’t stop there. I went 
underground with my children.

Every day of those five months was an ordeal. Every time the doorbell rang or there was a knock 
on the door, I thought: have the police come for me? My daughters didn’t see anyone. I knew this was 
not fair to them. So, I decided to escape – alone. The way was too dangerous to bring them. The police 
might catch me. I could not trust the smugglers. I thought, if I reached freedom, I could start a new life, 
and send for my children. 

I was smuggled out to Greece, where I stayed in a refugee camp for 16 days. Then Paris. New York. 
Finally, I crossed the border into Canada and surrendered myself to the authorities, claiming refugee 
status. I’ve lived in Toronto ever since, and was reunited with my daughters after three-and-a-half years. 

In July 2021, my name appeared on a hit list of Turkish dissidents in exile, published by a pro-
government social media account called Jitemkurt – the only woman journalist on that list.  

Then, on December 30, 2022, I saw my name on a terrorist ‘gray list.’ That’s a databased published 
by the Turkish Interior Ministry that identifies alleged terrorists and offers rewards for their capture. 
My name and photo also appear on their webpage. 

But there is no terrorism case against me. And no legal justification to call me a terrorist. 
The Turkish government claims I’m a member of the Gülen movement, which is a faith-based 

community persecuted by the state for standing up against corruption and injustice. But my family 
has never been involved in any religious group. And while I respect people’s beliefs, I don’t want to be 
labelled someone I’m not. The state cannot decide who I am.

They labelled me a supporter of the PKK, the Kurdish freedom fighters, because of the stories I had 
written about the murder of Kurdish businessmen. Yes, I support the Kurdish people’s rights, because 
there is no equality for the Kurds in Turkey.

And when I stood up for women’s rights on my social media accounts, I received threatening direct 
messages from Iran that read, “We will find you and kill you.”
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People shared my photo online, without my permission – some to support me, others to target me and 
destroy my family. The latter are complicit with the government in the crime of slander.

I am so glad to be in Canada. I want to live a quiet life – but the Turkish regime will not let me.
When I fled Turkey, I lost everything. My profession. My livelihood. My daughters. My parents, 

who had taken them in when I fled. I lost myself.
But losing everything made me stronger than before. Now, when they call me to harass me, I tell 

them, don’t bother, because I’ve already passed that kind of exam. Nothing can scare me now.
One thing, though, I didn’t lose – and that’s my passion for justice. I will never receive justice in 

Turkey. So I want to be judged in a Canadian court, to clear my name.  
After all, if you don’t believe in justice, how can you survive?

 
Arzu Yildiz is a Turkish-born investigative journalist, editor, senior reporter and author of four books. She worked at the 
liberal, democratic daily Taraf, where she reported on human rights issues, corruption and arms trafficking. She has lived 
in Toronto since 2016. She was the recipient of the 2021 PEN Canada-Humber College Writers-in-Exile scholarship.

When I fled Turkey, I lost 
everything. My profession.  
My livelihood. My daughters. 
My parents, who had taken 
them in when I fled.  
I lost myself.

ARZU YILDIZ
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“�One thing, though, 
that I didn’t lose 
— and that’s my 
passion for justice. 
... After all, if you 
don’t believe in 
justice, how can 
you survive?”
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SHENG  
XUE

“�THE CHINESE GOVERNMENT  
WANTS TO #CLEANSESNOWGLOBALLY. 
SNOW HAS BEEN MY PEN NAME  
SINCE 1985. I WON’T GIVE (IT) UP.”
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S 
I left China almost 34 years ago, in 1989, on a student visa, intending to study at Carleton University. It 
was a couple of months after the Tiananmen Massacre. Twenty days after landing in Toronto, I went 
to the CCP consulate to protest. 

Ever since, I have been leading  overseas human rights and democracy movements in China – and 
supporting the Tibetans, Uyghurs, Hong Kongers, Taiwanese, underground church people and Falun 
Gong practitioners. Because I want to make political change in China.

And ever since, the threats and attacks by the government have never let up – all kinds, from all 
sides, through every channel. 

It started in 1990. I received a letter with pornographic pictures in it, threatening me with death 
should I betray my motherland. My phone number was written on the wall of a men’s public washroom 
in Chinatown, with the offer of sex services. In China, the police are tools of the communist regime to 
crack down on human rights, so I was hesitant to report the incidents to the authorities. 

In September 1996, on the day of the Mid-Autumn Festival, I landed at Beijing Capital Airport. I 
was arrested immediately and asked to sign a false confession. I refused. After being interrogated for a 
day and a night, I was deported back to Canada because I held a Canadian passport. 

In 2001, I investigated the case of Lai Changxing, who was in a Vancouver prison, accused by the 
Chinese government of being the biggest smuggler since 1949. When my book, Unveiling the Yuanhua 
Case, was about to be published, I began to receive threats. My computer was damaged by multiple 
attacks. Someone called me to buy the copyright “for the book never to be published,” offering me one 
million US dollars. I said, “I wrote it to be published.” The man swore at me and slammed the phone 
down. The book has been banned in China, along with all my other books. 

Since then, at the dinner table, I choose to sit with my back to the wall, not the back door. When I’m 
out with my husband and we walk back from the garage, I ask him to walk behind me. If I’m out alone, 
I let him know when I’m coming home so he can unlock the door and I don’t have to fumble for keys.

Then, the digital repression started to heat up. In 2008, because of my boycott of the Beijing 
Olympics, hundreds of insults and threats were posted on a Chinese website in Canada. Someone 
wrote: “Don’t go to public places. You will be battered to death with bricks.”

In October 2013, I was organizing a conference to which I had invited politicians, scholars and 
human rights activists from Canada and around the world. After I stepped down from the podium, 
people came up to me, telling me they received my nude photo; some were laughing. My face had been 
photoshopped on someone else’s nude body. 
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From 2013 to 2017, the attacks, slander, humiliations and threats against me had reached an over-
whelming level.

Tens of thousands of emails. My husband, brother, sister and uncle were all on these attack email 
lists and cannot unsubscribe.

Tens of thousands of posts in the comments sections of websites. 
Three e-books.
Groups on WeChat, the most widely used software by Chinese at home and abroad, distributing 

attack content.
My Twitter, Facebook and Telegram accounts hacked; my YouTube channel permanently closed 

and many videos lost. 
In May 2014, during an online conference marking the 25th anniversary of Tiananmen massacre, 

I started receiving phone calls – from Toronto, Vancouver, Chicago, San Francisco – asking, hey, how 
much money do you want for sex? I found online ads that claimed I was looking for a boyfriend and 
offering sex services and listing my landline, web phone and cell phone numbers.

I reported the incident to the police in Mississauga. The officer suggested I change my phone 
number. I said, “They’ll still find out my new one.” They said, “We can’t do anything.” 

Later that month, I hosted a symposium commemorating the Tiananmen Massacre in the Paltalk 
meeting room. Paltalk’s server in the US was attacked, and the seminar had to be cancelled.

After my mother died, in Canada, they made up stories that she had loose morals when she was 
young, and that I am like her.

Every morning, I turn on my phone, my heart thumping about the barrage of emailed threats that 
are waiting. 

When I thought I couldn’t take it anymore, I went to an old family friend who was a therapist here. 
His father had been my grandfather’s student in China. He took one look at the file I shared with 
him, and said, “It’s politics. I can’t help you. If you go to court, I can’t be your witness.” I drove to a 
McDonald’s parking lot and burst into tears.

For five months, from November 19, 2015 to April 7, 2016, a man named Zhang Xiangyang demon-
strated in front of Parliament, showing my photo and labelling me a “China spy.” I went to the Ottawa 
police to ask if they could do something about it. They said, “Freedom of expression. Yes, he’s flirting 
with the edge, but he’s not threatening you, so we can’t do anything about it.”

Michael Craig, from Amnesty International Toronto, and with whom I have worked for over 20 
years, helped me call the police, RCMP, CSIS – but none of them seemed to know what to do.

On April 11, 2016, Zhang Xiangyang came to a theatre show, at the end of which I was speaking 
about the Tiananmen Massacre. He served me legal papers, accusing me of murder and other baseless 
crimes. He sent the indictment to more than 600 Canadian politicians, the RCMP and government 
departments. I hired a lawyer and went to court to clear my name. The court officer said they couldn’t 
find him. Then I received notification that the judge had dismissed the case, stating Zhang was abusing 
the judicial system. 

SHENG XUE
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Writers in Exile  
Committee Report
Gezahegn Mekonnen Demissie

Many people have appreciated the Writers in Exile 
readings at the Hirut Café in Toronto. Our latest one, 
on March 26, was particularly successful. Nevertheless, 
I often ask myself, how useful has our platform been 
beyond showcasing the writers? The question deserves 
consideration. At a moment when democracy and 
freedom are threatened and autocracy is resurgent, 
many writers and journalists who have sought 
protection in Western democracies face a different 
threat when they get here: irrelevance. 

At our latest reading, the courageous Mexican journalist, Luis Horacio Nájera, described the obstacles 
that immigrant writers face when trying to pursue their livelihoods in Canada. He detailed the precar-
ious economic conditions under which he has operated for most of the last decade, despite writing an 
acclaimed book and completing two graduate degrees. Last year, the only full-time job he was offered 
was a janitorial one. Only when a despairing tweet from him went viral did Toronto Metropolitan  
University’s school of journalism offer him a seasonal teaching assistant position.

 Our group is grateful for the strong community at our readings and it is heartening to see a house 
full of writers, journalists and litterateurs discussing freedom of expression, democracy and human 
rights on a Sunday afternoon. Our most recent meeting hosted the Afghan writer Bilal Sarwary, the 
Iranian Kurd Ava Homa, Luis Nájera and the Rohingya writer John Jonaid. Each offered an imagina-
tive glimpse of their homelands, and a clear-eyed view of its sufferings and traumas. Several also drew 
attention to the challenge of adjusting to their new homes. 





ERITREA
YUSUF MOHAMED ALI

SEYOUM TSEHAYE
MATTEWOS HABTEAB

DAWIT HABTEMICHAEL
MEDHANIE HAILE
EMANUEL ASRAT

TEMESKEN GHEBREYESUS
DAWIT ISAAK

FESSHAYE YOHANNES
SAID ABDELKADER

MEXICO
JOSÉ ARMANDO RODRIGUEZ CARREÓN

EGYPT
ALAA ABD EL-FATTAH

IRAN
NARGES MOHAMMADI
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HONORARY  
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ERITREA

In September 2001, 13 journalists were arrested after President Afeworki forced Eritrea’s independent 
newspapers to close. Those who remain alive, 22 years later, are now the longest-detained journalists 
in the world. The following are honorary members of PEN Canada: Yusuf Mohamed Ali (editor-in-
chief of Tsigenay), Mattewos Habteab (editor-in-chief of Meqaleh), Dawit Habtemichael (reporter 
for Meqaleh), Medhanie Haile (editor-in-chief of Keste Debena), Emanuel Asrat (editor of Zemen), 
Temesken Ghebreyesus (reporter for Keste Debena), Dawit Isaak (writer and co-owner of Setit), 
Fesshaye Yohannes “Joshua” (playwright, poet and publisher of Setit), Said Abdelkader (writer, 
editor of Admas) and Seyoum Tsehaye (TV and radio journalist who wrote a weekly column for 
Setit). In 2007, reports indicated that Abdelkader, Haile, Ali and Yohannes had died in custody due 
to harsh conditions and a lack of medical attention. Yohannes was reportedly tortured prior to his 
death. In 2022, PEN International and the Raoul Wallenberg Centre for Human Rights were part 
of an international coalition of human rights groups that called for Magnitsky sanctions against the 
Eritrean officials responsible for the journalists’ imprisonment. The issue of targeted sanctions has 
also been raised in the Swedish and Canadian parliaments. 
 
MEXICO

José Armando Rodriguez Carreón was a veteran crime reporter for El Diario, a daily newspaper 
based in Ciudad Juárez, Chihuahua state. He was shot at least eight times by an unidentified person on 
the morning of November 13, 2008, as he was about to drive his daughter to school. José had covered 
drug-related violence and organized crime in Ciudad Juárez and, after receiving death threats, had 
briefly left Mexico to live in El Paso, Texas. On his return, he refused to stop covering crime stories 
despite receiving further death threats. Shortly before his death, Rodriguez told the Committee to 
Protect Journalists (CPJ): “The risks here are high and rising, and journalists are easy targets. But 
I can’t live in my house like a prisoner. I refuse to live in fear.” In the weeks after his murder, several 
other El Diario received death threats, as did other media in Ciudad Juárez and Chihuahua. Two 
prosecutors in charge of investigating the case have reportedly been assassinated. On May 26, 2011, 
the Inter American Press Association sent a letter to President Calderón, signed by hundreds of 
newspaper readers throughout the Americas, calling on him to intervene in order to ensure that the 
stalled investigation into José’s murder moves forward and those responsible are brought to justice. 
There has been no progress on the case since then.
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EGYPT

Alaa Abd el-Fattah is an Egyptian activist, software developer and blogger who rose to prominence 
during the Arab Spring. He and his wife, Manal Hassan, created the online blog aggregators Manalaa 
and Omraneya, the first Arab blog aggregators to not exclude writing based on its content. Abd  
el-Fattah has been prosecuted under every Egyptian head of state during his lifetime. He was first 
arrested on May 7, 2006 during a peaceful protest, and spent 45 days in jail before being released 
on June 20, 2006. In 2011, he took part in the Tahrir Square protests and was arrested for inciting 
violence. On December 13, the court dropped two of the charges against him, but detained him for  
15 days on the remaining charges. Abd el-Fattah was arrested in 2013 and detained for 115 days without 
trial. In November 2013, he was arrested and charged for organizing a political protest without a 
permit. He was released on bail in March 2014, but three months later sentenced, in absentia, to 15 
years in jail for violating Egypt’s Protest Law. 

In February 2015, Abd el-Fattah received a reduced five-year sentence, which he served until March 
2019. On September 29, 2019, he was re-arrested by the Egyptian authorities during a crackdown on 
ongoing political demonstrations even though he had not personally taken part in the protests and 
had recently been released from prison and placed on probation. 

On January 17, 2020, the Cairo Institute for Human Rights released a statement calling for a  
Red Cross investigation into the condition of the prison in which Abd el-Fattah was being held. On 
April 16, 2020, Abd el-Fattah went on a hunger strike to protest the ban on family visits to Tora prison, 
where he was being held during the COVID-19 pandemic. The protest provoked an international 
backlash. A collection of Abd el-Fattah’s translated writings entitled You Have Not Yet Been Defeated 
was published by Fitzcarraldo Editions in October 2021. On December 20, 2021, Abd el-Fattah was 
sentenced to an additional five years in prison on spurious charges of “broadcasting false news” 
related to a social media post. On April 2, Abd el-Fattah began an open hunger strike in protest against 
prison conditions and to demand recourse for mistreatment and abuse. His family successfully 
appealed to the British government to grant Abd el-Fattah UK citizenship on April 12, and he began to 
ask the Egyptian government for consular visits from British officials. On May 18, Abd el-Fattah was 
transferred to Wadi El-Natrun prison from Tora prison, where he was allegedly tortured and beaten 
by prison officials.

HONORARY MEMBERS
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IRAN

Narges Mohammadi is a prominent independent journalist and human rights defender who has 
been repeatedly targeted by Iranian authorities since 2009. Mohammadi is the deputy director of 
the Defenders of Human Rights Center (DHRC), which advocates for human rights reform and 
represents political prisoners and prisoners of conscience in legal proceedings. She is also involved  
in campaigning against the death penalty in Iran, and is the author of White Torture, a two-volume book 
series investigating the inhumane treatment of prisoners in Iran. 

In September 2008, Mohammadi was elected as president of the Executive Committee of the 
National Council for Peace in Iran, a broad coalition against war and for the promotion of human 
rights. She is the recipient of both the Alexander Langer Award (2009) and the Per Anger Prize (2011) 
for her human rights work, and was one of awardees of the 2013 PEN/Oxfam Novib Free Expression 
Award. Mohammadi has been banned from travelling abroad since 2009 and was arrested in 2010 for 
her work with the Defenders of Human Rights Center. She was convicted in 2011 and sentenced to 11 
years in prison, later reduced to six years. She was released on bail in 2012. She faced further charges 
in 2014 after a widely publicized speech criticizing the mistreatment of inmates at Evin Prison. In May 
2015, Mohammadi was arrested and sentenced to 16 years in prison for spreading propaganda against 
the system, gathering and colluding to commit crimes against national security, and membership in 
an illegal organization whose aim is to harm national security. 

Under legislation adopted in 2015, a person sentenced to several jail terms is required to serve that 
with the most severe penalty — in this case, 10 years, added to her previous six-year sentence. Evidence 
used against her included media interviews, connections to human rights defenders and activities 
against the death penalty. On September 19, 2016, she attended Branch 36 of Tehran’s Appeal’s Court 
to appeal her sentence, but was informed that the court had already reached its verdict to uphold the 
sentence. Mohammadi suffers from a neurological disorder that can result in seizures, temporary 
partial paralysis and pulmonary embolism, a blood clot in the lung. Serious concerns for Mohammadi’s 
health persist following reports that she suffered several seizures in August and October 2015. 

Mohammadi is the mother of twin boys, and the wife of journalist and activist Taghi Rahmani, who 
has spent a total of 17 years in prison. In June 2022, Mohammadi was hospitalized for arrhythmia and 
shortness of breath. In August 2022, Mohammadi’s lawyer reported that she was given new charges. In 
an interview with BBC Persian, Mohammadi’s husband said he believes the new charge was motivated 
by her writing in open letters. 

Iran is among the world’s most restrictive countries for freedom of expression. It holds the fourth-
highest number of writers and intellectuals in prison globally, according to PEN America’s 2021 
Freedom to Write Index. Despite promises of expanded freedoms, Hassan Rouhani’s presidency has 
been marked by intensified repression and arbitrary political restrictions, preventing Iranians from 
having a voice in how they are governed.
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ASHRAF FAYADH
RELEASED
AUGUST 2022 
AFTER SERVING 
EIGHT YEARS AND 
EIGHT MONTHS 
AND RECEIVING 
800 LASHES FOR 
BLASPHEMY-
RELATED 
CHARGES.
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Ashraf Fayadh was freed from a Saudi prison in August 
2022 after serving eight years and eight months and 
receiving 800 lashes for blasphemy-related charges, 
including “insulting the divine self and the prophet 
Mohammed,” “spreading atheism,” “refuting the Qur’an” 
and “insulting the King and the Kingdom,” among other 
charges. Evidence compiled against him included at 
least 10 pages from his collection of poetry, Instructions 
Within, published by the Beirut-based Dar al-Farabi 
in 2008 and later banned from distribution in Saudi 
Arabia. On November 17, 2015, the General Court of 
Abha sentenced Fayadh to death for the crime of being 
an infidel (kufr) following a re-trial. The court argued 
that Fayadh’s repentance for the crime of apostasy 
was a matter of the heart and should have no bearing 
determining whether or not the crime had been 
committed. Fayadh appealed the sentence. In February 
2016, a Saudi Arabian court replaced the death sentence 
with an eight-year prison term and 800 lashes. Fayadh 
received PEN Canada’s One Humanity award in 2017.



Canadian Issues/  
Legal Affairs  
Committee Report
Grace Westcott

BUILDING THE COMMITTEE

In May 2022, the board approved a policy guideline developed by the chair, Michael Bookman, and the 
committee, on how to study cases that are making their way through the courts, and how to bring them 
to the board for discussion. The first part of this policy lays out the kind of issues PEN Canada should 
be studying. The second part describes the process by which the issue may be presented to the board, 
and how the board would come to a decision, intervene and retain outside counsel to assist and bring 
the matter forward. PEN Canada did not intervene in any court cases this year.

The committee continues to build a sustainable advisory group that will help us scan the landscape 
for issues, help the board develop positions on freedom of expression issues and advise the board on 
interventions and submissions before courts and legislative bodies.

ONLINE HARMS/ONLINE SAFETY

PEN continues to monitor the government’s efforts to introduce legislation to address misinformation 
and online harms. The freedom of expression issues in regulating online communications are obvious, 
but cut both ways. We see how bullying behaviour silences voices in the digital commons, to the 
detriment of free expression, but also recognize the danger of government regulation of online speech. 
It’s a circle not easy to square. 

The Canadian government is grappling with how to deal with online harms in its long-awaited 
Online Safety Bill. In July 2021, the government released a Consultation Paper on Online Harms, which 
laid out a framework on how it might approach the issue. The framework met with strong criticism, 
and, if the time that has passed since is any indication, it is being reconsidered. Addressing online 
harms is complicated, and governments in the EU, UK, Australia and elsewhere have draft legislation 
or proposals under consideration. Several of them are building legislation around the concept of a 
platform’s “duty of care.” UNESCO also has published draft Guidelines for Regulating Digital Platforms.  
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For over a year, PEN Canada has been a member of the Toronto Metropolitan University’s Centre for 
Free Expression-led Online Harms Network, a group collaborating to track and discuss developments 
in the federal government’s legislative program to address online harms and safety. The group is 
diverse and there is no expectation that it will form a common position. 

In August, PEN Canada co-signed an open letter calling on the government to protect journalists 
from the chilling effects of online abuse, and to urgently improve the policing of such threats. PEN 
believes that action is needed to address online harms which are doing so much damage to our 
democracy.  But we believe we should move with caution, transparency and sensitivity to the public’s 
right to freedom of expression, to avoid threatening that which we are trying to protect.

PEN has also supported discussion of the topic in sponsored settings, notably the 2023 Digital 
Media at the Crossroads DM@X conference. Other sessions focused on proposed legislation regulating 
streaming services by the CRTC (Bill C-11) and requiring Google and Meta to support Canadian news 
media (Bill C-18).

BOOK BANNING/ BOOK CHALLENGES: DEFENDING INTELLECTUAL FREEDOM

PEN has been tracking the rise in book banning in the US and its effect in Canada. There is a sense 
that it is coming for us, with extremist attitudes ‘bleeding north’ over the last few years. Some of these 
effects are stealthy and not readily visible. As Bear Bergman put it in an article written for PEN for 
International Transgender Day of Visibility, “Editors looking for new books to acquire, even within 
Canadian publishing, will obviously have to think twice about acquiring books that can’t be sold to 
any institution in wide swathes of the US.” Quite apart from banning or challenging books, how many 
books will not be published in the first place? When censors target midlist or emerging writers who 
lack the resources to fend off challenges, this is, perhaps, a more insidious and pervasive form of 
censorship than the high-profile challenges that make headlines.   

The recent spate of book banning in the US has reached the work of iconic Canadian author 
Margaret Atwood. During the last year, The Handmaid’s Tale has been banned by district school boards 
in a growing number of states, including Florida, Georgia, Idaho, Kansas, Missouri, Oregon and Texas, 
all of whom join Russia in making her persona non grata. This is a particularly ironic development 
given the ban on reading (by women) depicted in that dystopian novel. Atwood commented: “I had 
thought America was against totalitarianisms. If so, surely it is important for young people to be able 
to recognize the signs of them. One of those signs is book banning. Need I say more?” 

We celebrate the librarians who are on the front line of defending intellectual freedom, safeguarding 
the freedom to read and write by processing complaints dispassionately and professionally, reaching 
decisions on principle, through transparent and well-defined complaints protocols, rather than 
reflexively succumbing to pressure.

We see there is much work to be done to address freedom of expression issues facing Canadians  
in the year ahead. There are plans afoot to tackle them.
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Writers in Peril  
Committee Report
Grace Westcott and Brendan de Caires

In 2015, appalled by news that 71 refugees from 
Afghanistan, Iraq and Syria and had been found 
dead, from suffocation, in the back of a lorry on an 
Austrian motorway, the Icelandic author, folklorist 
and academic Bryndís Björgvinsdóttir published an 
open letter to her government. “Refugees are our 
future spouses,” she wrote, “our best friends, our next 
soul mate, the drummer in our children’s band, our 
next colleague, Miss Iceland 2022, the carpenter who 
finally fixes our bathroom, the chef in the cafeteria, 
the fireman, the hacker and the television host – 
People [to whom] we’ll never be able to say: ‘Your life 
is worth less than mine.’” The message drew support 
from thousands of Icelanders and persuaded the 
government to increase its refugee quota. 
In 2019, Canada’s Ministry of Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship (IRCC) announced the creation 
of an expedited refugee stream for journalists, human rights advocates and humanitarian workers. 
The new arrangement would resettle up to 250 people each year. In September 2020, PEN Canada 
referred the case of an Iranian blogger to the IRCC. Eight months later, because the process had not 
yet been fully implemented, she was granted, for humanitarian reasons, permanent residence in 
Canada. Twenty-four months later, in March 2023, she reached the final stages of formally ratifying 
her resettlement in this country. 
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The time, effort and funding needed to support a single claim showed us how difficult relocations can 
be, even for a highly motivated NGO like PEN. While our centre has a proud history of helping exiled 
writers to establish new lives in Canada, we are not an immigration agency. The exertions of the last 
three years have underscored the value of government support for an immigration stream focused 
on human rights defenders. Since its inception, the stream has successfully processed hundreds 
of worthy cases. It is vital that the Canadian government build on this success and that it works to 
support local partners who have made referrals to the program.

It is easy to forget the humans entangled in these processes. They are often lonely and disoriented, 
struggling to adapt to new languages and cultures. Our Writers in Exile group has many stories from 
those who have faced, and continue to face, such challenges. In The Burden of Exile, a memoir by 
our late colleague, Aaron Berhane, Berhane recalls the moment when the UN offered him asylum in 
Australia, Canada, Britain or the United States. America would have been his first choice — he had 
many cousins and friends there — but Canada was likelier to process his application faster. Fearful 
that a delay might allow the Eritrean agents trailing him to catch up, he chose Canada. 

Within 15 years of his arrival in Regina, Aaron learned English, moved to Toronto, started a newspaper, 
reunited his family and, following a successful residency at George Brown College, earned a full-time 
teaching position there. His trajectory could not have been better scripted by Ms Björgvinsdóttir, 
nor could that of PEN’s most recent writer-in-resident at George Brown, Shams Erfan. After fleeing 
Afghanistan at age 15, Erfan taught English to his companions at refugee camps in Indonesia and 
became a volunteer interpreter for a UN relief program. After eight years in this no-man’s-land, he was 
sponsored by a Canadian family who had read his blog about the harsh conditions in the refugee camps. 
Less than two years after his arrival in Canada, he had won a residency. These remarkable people will 
be tomorrow’s Canadians, if we do our best to welcome them.

None of PEN’s work in this area would have been possible without the expertise and unstinting 
labour of our outgoing chair of the Writers in Peril Committee, Peter Showler. We are all deeply 
grateful for his commitment to the cause. 
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Second Graeme Gibson Lecture: 
Disinformation, Dictators & Democracy | 
Maria Ressa in conversation  
with Ron Deibert
September 27 
Marquee event at the Toronto International 
Festival of Authors (TIFA). 
Nobel Peace Prize Laureate Maria Ressa and  
The Citizen Lab founder Ronald Deibert 
discussed how to defend freedom of expression 
and human rights during a time of widespread 
mis- and disinformation. Conversation 
moderated by CBC’s Nahlah Ayed.

The Freedom to Write and to Read:  
Standing with Salman Rushdie
September 27  
It was standing room only at TIFA in a show 
of solidarity with Salman Rushdie following 
a brutal attack on him in Chautauqua, New 
York. Margaret Atwood, The Rt. Hon. Adrienne 
Clarkson, John Irving, Ian McEwan, Rohinton 
Mistry, Deepa Mehta, John Ralston Saul, Shyam 
Selvadurai and PEN Canada president Grace 
Westcott read from Rushdie’s work. Hosted by 
Matt Galloway from CBC Radio’s The Current. 

Calgary Wordfest: Superfan Showcase
October 5 
A conversation between Booker and Giller 
Prize winners Yann Martel and André Alexis, 
presented in partnership with PEN Canada. 

Public Events  
& Prizes
LITERARY
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Afghanistan: The War  
Against Journalists*

April 6

Putin’s War on Journalists*

May 5

19th Annual Human Rights 
Watch Toronto Film Festival 
Free screening of Mujer  
de Soldado | Bloor Hot  
Docs Cinema
May 28 

Toronto Jewish Film 
Festival 
June 9-26

Press Freedom in Canada:  
What about student 
journalists?*

June 10

CFE Series: Threats to 
Academic Freedom – Part 1: 
The Study of India*

September 28

CFE Series: Ethnic/
Religious Nationalism & 
Academic Freedom – The 
Study of India*

November 30

Screening of Leyla Gencer: 
La Diva Turca* | Toronto 
Metropolitan University’s  
Centre for Free Expression 
December 11

Canada’s War on 
Whistleblowers*

January 19

Digital Media at the 
Crossroads Conference
January 20-21

Censorship Is No Friend  
of Social Justice*

January 25

Salman Rushdie’s Victory 
City: Online Launch
February 9

Em Dial’s Virtual Poetry 
Exhibition THE BALL:  
Online Launch
February 13 

CFE Online: Muslims  
and the Media*

March 2

PANELS, SCREENINGS  
AND PUBLIC CONVERSATIONS

*Events co-sponsored by PEN Canada.
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2022 RBC/PEN Canada New Voices Award
Winner: Fareh Malik, a spoken word  
poet from Hamilton 
The jury cited Malik’s submission as an intense 
“portrait of what it’s like to feel othered and 
alienated by daily doses of hate,” and noted the 
poems’ “tenderness and throat-grabbing use of 
imagery.” The jury also praised Malik’s “wide 
range of voices and tones to convey a nuanced 
spectrum of emotions and a laser-sharp critique 
of Canada’s blatant and covert systemic racism.” 
As part of the prize, Malik received mentorship 
from Sabrina Benaim, winner of the 2014 
Toronto Poetry Slam, and a popular spoken  
word artist. There were 280 entries.

Inaugural Marie-Ange Garrigue Prize 
Winner: Mariam Al Zier 
The prize, created through the generosity of 
past president Philip Slayton and Cynthia Wine, 
recognizes a Canadian citizen or permanent 
resident who has provided significant help to a 
writer or journalist abroad. In its citation, the 
jury noted: “During the last two years, Mariam 
Al Zier dedicated hundreds of hours of her time 
to helping an exiled Iranian journalist navigate 
the complexities of the Canadian immigration 
system. She translated, interpreted, supported 
and encouraged, all while balancing her own 
family and work responsibilities. That she did 
so without expectation of reward or recognition 
seemed to us all the more reason why she should 
be recognized for her valuable work.”

2022 Ken Filkow Prize for Freedom  
of Expression in Canada
Winner: Amber Bracken, photojournalist 
Amber Bracken received the prize for advancing 
freedom of expression through work that 
combines an interest in photography, journalism 
and public service with an emphasis on North 
American Indigenous communities. In its 
citation, the jury stated, “Amber Bracken‘s 
ordeal demonstrates that freedom of 
expression, including freedom of the press, is 
not as sacrosanct in our country as Canadians 
might assume. Her courageous work as a 
photojournalist for The Narwhal magazine, 
covering the Coastal Gaslink protests in 
Wet’suwet’en territory, is [a timely reminder] of 
the need to protect these fundamental freedoms 
even in Canada.” Our thanks again to Philip 
and Cynthia for their ongoing generosity in 
supporting this prize.

AWARDS

PUBLIC EVENTS & PRIZES
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George Brown College Writer-in-Residence 
Recipient: Shams Erfan, Hazara refugee  
from Afghanistan
Born and raised in the Jaghori district of Ghazni 
province, Erfan worked as an English teacher 
at a local school before fleeing Afghanistan 
in late 2014 following direct threats from the 
Taliban. During his eight years in refugee 
camps in Indonesia, he taught English to fellow 
refugees and worked as a volunteer interpreter 
for the United Nations High Commissioner 
for Refugees (UNHCR) and the International 
Organization for Migration (IOM).

Writers in Exile Public Readings  
and Publications
Readings were held on June 1, November 20 and 
March 26 at the Hirut Café on the Danforth. The 
group also hosted a book launch on November 
6 for The Burden of Exile: A Banned Journalist’s 
Flight from Dictatorship, the posthumous 
memoir of Aaron Berhane, the group’s former 
leader. Berhane was a beloved member of the 
community and a valued member of our Board 
of Directors who passed away due to COVID-19 
in May 2021. The WriEx network will also 
soon publish an anthology, The Uncaged Voice, 
compiled by Keith Leckie with the help of 
writing coaches and editors. The group hosts 
weekly meetings and writing workshops online 
and is planning for more public readings in 2023. 

Humber School for Writers  
Writer-in-Residence
Recipient: Luis Horacio Nájera, journalist  
and crime analyst 
PEN Canada maintained a full scholarship for a 
member of the WriEx network in the Humber 
School for Writers’ graduate certificate program 
in creative writing. 2022 recipient Luis Horacio 
Nájera built his reputation writing for the 
Ciudad Juárez, Mexico-based Grupo Reforma 
and has lived in exile in Canada since 2008. With 
Peter Edwards, he is author of The Wolfpack: 
The Millennial Mobsters Who Brought Chaos and 
the Cartels to the Canadian Underworld. Nájera 
is also an alumnus of Massey College, and a 
former fellow at The Citizen Lab/Canada Centre 
for Global Security Studies. He holds master’s 
degrees in global affairs and in disaster and 
emergency management from the University of 
Toronto and York University, respectively.

SUPPORT FOR WRITERS IN EXILE
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MEMBERS,
DONORS AND
PARTNERS

22/23
THIS LIST ACKNOWLEDGES
THOSE INDIVIDUALS AND
ORGANIZATIONS WHO BECAME
MEMBERS OR PROVIDED
SUPPORT BETWEEN APRIL 1, 2022
AND MARCH 31, 2023
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HONORARY PATRONS
Margaret Atwood
Gary Beelik
Louise Dennys
Sturla Gunnarsson
Rick Mercer 
Jim Ryce
John Ralston Saul

GOLD PATRONS ($5,000-$9,999)
Katherine Govier
Peter Grant and Grace Westcott
Yann Martel
Philip Slayton and Cynthia Wine

SILVER PATRONS ($2,500–$4,999)
Linwood and Neetha  
	 Sands Barclay
Scott Connell  
	 and Anouchka Freybe
Karen Ruddy

PATRONS ($1,000–$2,499)
Sara and Michael Angel
Scotia Bhattacharya
Randy and Anna Boyagoda 
The Rt. Hon. Adrienne Clarkson
Andrew Cohen
George Galt
Anne and Nicholas Giardini
Susan Greer and Robert Hough
Hank Intven and Lyndsay Green
Nancy Jamieson
Nina Josefowitz
Alisha Kaplan
Michael Kedar and Eva Seidner
David Kendall
Andrea Lenczner
Margaret MacMillan
Ruth Mandel
JoAnn Elizabeth McCaig
Scott McIntyre
Rohinton and Freny Mistry
Laurence Packer
Sarah Pape
John Ralston Saul
Marcus Reid

Richard Stursberg
Jean Teillet
Simon Wallace

SPONSORS & SUPPORTERS

BENEFACTOR ($50,000+)
Leslie Mary Coull Alter Ego Trust

PLATINUM ($25,000-$49,999)
​​The RBC Emerging Artists Project
RBC Foundation

GOLD ($15,000-$24,999)
Ontario Arts Council

BRONZE ($1,000-$14,999) 
Balfour Bowen Family Foundation
Council for Canadian  
	 American Relations
Colleges Ontario & Hicks Morley 	
	 Hamilton Stewart Storie LLP
Emerald Foundation
Freybe Foundation
The Gerald Schwartz and  
	 Heather Reisman Foundation
Gerald Sheff and Shanitha Kachan 
	 Charitable Foundation
Howitt Dunbar Foundation 
Margaret Atwood Extra  
	 Pocket Foundation
Michael and Cathy MacMillan 
	 Family Foundation
Michael B. Decter Foundation  
	 at Toronto Foundation
Michael and Honor de Pencier 
	 Foundation
N.A. Taylor Foundation
Norman & Margaret Jewison 
	 Foundation	
Penguin Random House  
	 Canada Limited
The Rotman Family
Sierra Supply Chain Services
Stonefields Foundation
Wesbild Holdings Ltd

PROGRAMMING PARTNERS
Ageless International Film Festival
Atwater Poetry Project
Calgary Wordfest
CBC Radio’s Ideas
CBC Radio’s The Current
Centre for Free Expression, Toronto 
	 Metropolitan University
Citizen Lab
Digital Media at the Crossroads 
	 (DM@X) Conference 2023
Fleck Dance Theatre,  
	 Harbourfront Centre
George Brown College
Global Reporting Centre,  
	 University of British Columbia
HotDocs
Human Rights Watch Film Festival
Humber College School for Writers 
ICORN International Cities of 
	 Refuge Network
IFEX
Infoscape Research Lab, Toronto 
	 Metropolitan University
Istanbul Foundation for  
	 Culture and Arts 
International Issues Discussion 
	 Series, Toronto Metropolitan 
	 University
Librairie Drawn & Quarterly
Literary Umbrella of Quebec
PEN America
PEN International
PEN Myanmar
Quebec Writers’ Federation
Raoul Wallenberg Centre for 
	 Human Rights
Romero House
The Shoe Project
Toronto International Festival  
	 of Authors
Toronto Jewish Film Festival
Toronto Public Library
Writers’ Trust of Canada
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IN KIND
Authors at Harbourfront Centre
Babin Bessner Spry
CNW Group
Soapbox Design Communications
Literary Review of Canada
Kathy Koch

HONORARY MEMBERS
Alaa Abd el-Fattah
Said Abdelkader
Emanuel Asrat
Temesken Ghebreyesus
Mattewos Habteab
Dawit Habtemichael
Medhanie Haile
Dawit Isaak
Yusuf Mohamed Ali
Narges Mohammadi
José Armando Rodríguez Carreón
Seyoum Tsehaye
Fesshaye Yohanness

MEMBERS
A
Rajah al Sur
Patricia Aldana
Behrouz Aligholi Mayelzadeh
Marion Allan
Jason Anderson
Anneli Andre-Barrett
George Anthony
Rick Archbold
Bert Archer
Sally Armstrong
James Arnett

B
Richard Bachmann
Marsha Barber
Deborah Barndt
Gavin Barrett
Jim Bartley
Alison Bate

Paul Bennett
David Bezmozgis
Andrew Binks
Gwen Bird
Peter D. Birt
Ted Bishop
Neil Bissoondath
Robin Blackburn McBride
Becky Blake
Ronna Bloom
Stephanie Bolster
Michael Bookman
Ali Boreyri
Marian Botsford Fraser
Paulette Bourgeois
Jane Bow
Lynne Bowen
Kate Braid
Niyazi Braim
Mary J. Breen
Max Brem
Rebecca Brill-Argall
Mitchell Brown
Colin Browne
William Bruneau
Andrew Bryant
William Bryant
Mary Burns

C
Nicolas Calvé
Gillian Campbell
Anthony Carnovale
Claudia Casper
Jennifer Chapin
Delvin Chatterson
Pamela Clark
James Clarke
Mary Frances Coady
Kristin Cochrane
Valerie Connor
Paige Cooper
Margaret Cornish
Jack Costello, S.J.

Susan Coyne
Jim J. Creskey
Alan Cumyn

D
Marin Darmonkow
Farida Darvish
Jack David
Gwen Davies
Ryan Day
Michael Decter
Teri Degler
Ron Deibert
Onder Deligoz
Gezahegn Mekonnen Demissie
Poonam Dhir
Marcello Di Cintio
Em Dial
JoAnn Dionne
Bronwyn Drainie
Naomi Duguid
Catherine Dunphy
Maggie Dwyer

E
Omar El Akkad
Taha Elkhalifa
Jacqueline & Peter Elton
Marina Endicott

F
Kim Fahner
Chris Faiers
Jane Fairburn
Marsha Faubert
Thelma Fayle
Rob Fennell
Leonard Findlay
Robert Finley
Christine Fischer Guy
Cynthia Flood
Kevin Flynn
Judy Fong Bates
Charles Foran

MEMBERS, DONORS AND PARTNERS
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Cadence Fournier
Keath Fraser
Josh Freed
Valerie French

G
Marie-Louise Gay
Paola Gomez
Ron Graham
Charlotte J. Gray
Melvyn Green
Chris Gudgeon
Jing Guo
Graeme Hamilton

H
Beth Haddon
Judith Hall
Graeme Hamilton
Don Hannah
Victor Harding
Dawn Harman
Merle Harris
Elizabeth Hay
Peter Hay
Kate Heartfield
Christopher Hedges
Dorris Heffron
Clara Henssen
Gary Heyde
Lawrence Hill
Chara Ho
Judy Holm
Carol Holmes
Lynn Horton
Louisa Howerow
Linda Huestis
Isabel Huggan
Graeme Hunter

I
Kevin Irie
John Irving
Frances Itani
Spencer Izen

J
Bassam Jamil
Catherine Jeffery
Maureen Jennings
Tianyang Jiang
Theresa Johnson
Elizabeth Johnston

K
Elizabeth Kaplan
Anna Ling Kaye
Janet Keeping
Richard Keith
Margo Kelly
Nancy Vernon Kelly
Michael Kennedy
David Kent
Elaine Kierans
Micah Killjoy
Camie Kim
Mark Kingwell
Josh Knelman
Brenda Koller
Sheila Koop
David Koulack
Diana Kuprel
Tanya Kyi

L
Marlene Lachcik
Andrew Lafleche
Anita M. Lahey
Bethany Lake
Bianca Lakoseljac
Fiona Tinwei Lam
Nancy Lam
Jennifer Lanthier
Cindy Lapeña
Eric M. Lax
Jason Leaver
Alexander Leggatt
Sylvia Legris
Dayna Leighton
Maria Claire Leng
Ezra Levant

Michael Levine
Amanda Lewis
Stewart Lewis
Gregory Light
Jane Lind
Dahlia Liwsze
Damian Lopes
Gloria Lorenzen
Lea Love
Ljerka Susanna Lukic
Derek Lundy

M
Christine Mauro
Christopher MacDonald
Wendy MacIntyre
Janet MacLean
Maria Maksymiw
Fareh Malik
Pasha Malla
Sara Mang
Nicole Mankinen
Diary Marif
Dina Marques
Émile Martel
Sandra Martin
Sid Marty
Michelle Mason
Nadya Masri
Abdulrahman Matar
Carol Matas
Colin McAdam
Bob McArthur
Richard McClelland
S.A.M. McCue
Hope McIntyre
Neil McKinnon
Mundy McLaughlin
Stephanie McLellan
Susan McMaster
George Melnyk
Almeda Miller
John Miller
Lawrence Mirkin
Michael Mirolla
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Catherine Mitchell
Jack Mitchell
Salah El Mohssein
Rebecca Morris
Elise Moser
Ezat Mossallanejad
Omar Mouallem
Rashid Mughal
Cassandra Myers

N
Leilah Nadir
Lotfullah Najafizada
Marie Natanson
John Neal

O
Peter O’Brien
Jane O’ Hara
Sheila O’Reilly
Aila Omar
Katrina Onstad
Deborah Ostrovsky
Frances M. Owen

P
Frederick John Packer
Brian Panhuyzen
Jeungsoon Park
Kathleen Pattinson
Louise Penny
Susan Perly
Francesca Piredda
Carolyn Poirier
Anna Porter
Pamela Porter
Basia Puszkar

Q
Darlene Quaife

R
Monique Rabideau
Suman Rahman
Deepa Rajagopalan
Ceta Ramkhalawansingh

Peter C. Raymont
Philip Resnick
Pedro Restrepo
Kamel Riahi
Nino Ricci
David Rintoul
Diana Rivington
Siobhan Roberts
Brenda Roche
Ingrid Rose
Stuart Ross
Robert Rotenberg
Naben Ruthnum
Elizabeth Ryerson
Maria Helena Rykov

S
Maria Sabaye Moghaddam
Dr. Farshid Sadatsharifi
Hoda Karimi Sadr
Judie Sahadeo
Kerri Sakamoto
Mahdi Saremifar
Candace Savage
Denise Schon
Anneliese Schultz
Giorgia Severini
Mel Shakespeare
Peggy Shannon
Evelyn Sharpe
Gina Shochat-Rakoff
Peter Showler
Haroon Siddiqui
Antanas Sileika
Merilyn Simonds
Marvin Singer
James and Elaine Slater
Caitlin Smith
Adam Sol
Catherine St. Denis
Hugh Stephens
Sandra L. Stephenson
Kate Story
Susan Stromberg-Stein
Rosemary Sullivan

Mark Swartz
George Swede
Joanne Szilagyi

T
Barbara E. Tangney
Chris Tenove
Tasleem Thawar
Blossom Thom
Susan Thorne
Hung T. Ton
Ziya Tong
Caroline Topperman
Venus Torabi
Andrea Torrey Balsara
Kim Trainor

U
Lawrence Uhlin
Rui Umezawa
Peter Unwin
Pablo Urbanyi

V
John Vaillant
Jacqueline Valencia
Aritha van Herk
Comfort Verissimo
Mark Vessey

W
Eleanor Wachtel
Hazrat Wahriz
Jennifer Walcott
Bruce Walsh
Helen Walsh
David Waltner-Toews
Karen Walton
Katherine Ward
Janette Watt
Alan Whitehorn
Laurelyn Whitt
Janice Williamson
Patricia Windrim
Howard Wiseman

MEMBERS, DONORS AND PARTNERS
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Carolyn Wood
Dorothy Woodhouse
Donna Wootton

Y
Serhy Yekelchyk

Z
Chro Zand

DONORS
A
Jeff Abraham
Tom Adlhoch
William Aitken
Kathleen Alboim
Jane Anderson
Ken Anderson
Sylvia Andrews
Annick Press Ltd.
Caryl Arundel

B
Patricia Balfour
David Bancroft
Deborah Bartlett
Janice Bearg
Benevity Community Impact Fund
Steven Benstead
Rosalyn Black
Michael Brooks
Jacqueline Bryers

C
Canada Helps
Canadian Online Giving Foundation
CHIMP: Charitable  
	 Impact Foundation
The Concordian
Katherine Corrick
Geoffrey Creighton
Andrew Creskey

D
Michael Devine
Maureen Donnelly
Ian Duncombe

E
Nick Etheridge
Tawhida Tanya Evanson

F
Olga Feiguina
Elizabeth Ferguson
Flavelle Family Foundation

G
Gary Geddes
The George Cedric Metcalf 
	 Charitable Foundation
Gordon Gibson
Evelyn Gigantes
Geneviève Goggin
Susan Goldenberg
Taylor Gordon
Bill Graham

H
Lorna Harris
Sandra Heft
Tekla Hendrickson
Amy Hutchison

I
Sue Irwin

K
Lisa Kellett
Michael Klein
Walter Korinowsky
Myrna Kostash

L
La Maison Simons

M
Bruce MacLellan
Alexandra MacLennan
Pam Marshall
Sally Marshall
August Maurenbrecher
Jennifer Mauro
Helen McDonald
Norman McLeod
Sangeeta Mehta
Naomi Mori
Cosmin Munteanu

N
Margot Northey

P
Joanne Pitkin
Barbara J. Pulling

Q
Georgia Quartaro
Kathleen Quinn

R
Sabrina Radia-Bramwell
Susan Reisler
Paul Jeffrey Richardson

S
Pierre Sarrazin
Saskatchewan Festival Of Words
Sheridan Scott
Rachelle Sender
Jafar Shaker
Leslee Silverman
David Simmons
Keisha Simpson
Glenn Smith
Roman Solonysznyj
Flora Spencer
Stephanie Stavro
Neil Stephenson
David Stimpson
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W
William Wallace
Lucy Waverman
Alison Wearing
Janice Weaver
Douglas Wilson
Randy Witten
Wendy Wright

Y
Lori Yarrow

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President
Grace Westcott
Vice President
Karen Walton
Secretary
Michael Bookman
Treasurer
Carolyn Poirier
Chair, Events
Anouchka Freybe
Chair, Fundraising
Anna Porter
Chair, Writers in Peril
Peter Showler
Chair, Indigenous Affairs
Jean Teillet
Chair, Communications
Karen Walton

MEMBERS AT LARGE
Marcello Di Cintio
Paola Gomez (until Jan 31, 2023)
Eluned Jones
Scott McIntyre
Ziya Tong
Bruce Walsh

PAST PRESIDENTS
Richard Stursberg
Randy Boyagoda
Philip Slayton
Charlie Foran
Ellen Seligman
Nelofer Pazira
Constance Rooke
Haroon Siddiqui
Reza Baraheni
Sandra Martin
Ann Ireland
Katherine Govier
Ron Graham
Nino Ricci
Marian Botsford Fraser
Alison Gordon
Louise Dennys
John Ralston Saul
June Callwood
Graeme Gibson
Timothy Findley
Margaret Atwood

ADVISORY COUNCIL
Richard Stursberg
Randy Boyagoda
Neil Bissoondath
Kristin Cochrane
Valerie Connor
Douglas Coupland
David Cronenberg
Ronald Deibert
Esi Edugyan
Omar El Akkad
Charlie Foran
Kevin Hanson
Mark Kingwell
Elana Rabinovitch
Devyani Saltzmann
Philip Slayton
Tanya Talaga
Michael Wernick
Ken Whyte

STAFF
Executive Director
Brendan de Caires
Office Manager
Theresa Johnson

VOLUNTEERS
Anneli Andre-Barrett
Mira Boyagoda
Marian Botsford Fraser
Paola Gomez
Maureen Brosnahan
Önder Deligoz
Gezahegn Mekonnen Demissie
Hannah Fisher
Margo Kelly
Keith Leckie
Mary Jo Leddy
Joan Leishman
Caroline Newton
Maria Sabaye
Alyssa Sammut
Amir Yazdanbod

SPEAKERS
André Alexis
Margaret Atwood
Nahlah Ayed
Freweini Berhane
The Rt. Hon. Adrienne Clarkson
Ron Deibert
Önder Deligöz
Gezahegn M. Demissie
Louise Dennys 
Em Dial
Esi Edugyan
Omar El Akkad
Ari Gunnarsson 
Sturla Gunnarsson
Ava Homa 
John Irving
John Jonaid 
Keith Leckie
Fareh Malik

MEMBERS, DONORS AND PARTNERS
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Yann Martel
Abdulrahman Matar
Ian McEwan
Deepa Mehta 
Rohinton Mistry
Luis Horacio Nájera 
Deepa Rajagopalan
Maria Ressa
Pedro Restrepo
Bilal Sarwary 
John Ralston Saul
Shyam Selvadurai
Isabella Wang
Grace Westcott
Amir Yazdanbod
Dr. Serhy Yekelchyk
Ric Young 

IN MEMORIAM
Reza Baraheni, PEN Canada 
president (2001-2003)
Clayton Ruby, past PEN Canada 
Chair of Legal Affairs

SPECIAL THANKS 
Mariam Al Zier
Theo Amory
Anneli Andre-Barrett
Lies Aris
Amber Bracken
Jess Atwood Gibson
Linwood Barclay
Gary Beelik
Dmitry Beniaminov
Dr. Carolyn Berbrayer
S. Bear Bergman 
David Bezmozgis
Biblioasis
Calgary Wordfest
Mary Campbell
Canada Helps
Claudia Casper
The Rt. Hon. Adrienne Clarkson

Irwin Cotler
Marcello di Cintio
Michael Decter
Peter Donolo
Kim Echlin
Omar El Akkad
Shams Erfan
Margie Espinosa
Kathy Findlayson
Anouchka Freybe
Matt Galloway
George Brown College
Paola Gomez
Anne Giardini
Lyndsay Green
John Healy
Susan Heximer, George  
	 Brown College
Hirut Ethiopian Jazz Club 
Hogg, Schain and Scheck
Ange Holmes
Siri Hustvedt
Loretta Ing
Hank Intven 
John Irving
El Jones
Joshua Knelman
Andrey Kurkov 
Kyra Lacaden
Mary Jo Leddy
Joan Leishman
Literary Review of Canada
Yann Martel
Dr. Trina McCrae
Scott and Corky McIntyre
Media Profile
Linda Morra 
Omar Mouallem
Kari Moyer
Dr. Kristjan Mullerbeck
Luis Horacio Nájera
Zeynep Oral
Anna Porter

Deepa Rajagopalan
Jim Ryce
Maria Sabaye
Devyani Saltzman
John Ralston Saul
Peter Showler
Governor-General Mary Simon
Philip Slayton
Richard Stursberg
Chris Tenove
Ziya Tong
Toronto Foundation
Liis Truuvert
Jim Turk
University of British Columbia 
	 Vancouver Institute
Karen Walton
Grace Westcott
Cynthia Wine
The Writers’ Union of Canada
Arzu Yildiz
Yonge-Lawrence Dentistry
Shelley Youngblut
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“�In the absence of a 
comprehensive response 
in policy and law, the 
so-called long-arm  
of authoritarianism  
is set to take hold  
in Canada, as well as  
in other countries that 
claim to protect and 
uphold the rights to 
privacy and freedom  
of expression.”
Siena Anstis  
and Noura Aljizawi
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